
 

MEDIA RELEASE  
Book launch event 

 
From Ratbags to Respectability 

A history of the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia 
 
Sydney, 2 June 2008—Focus Publishing Interactive, in association with the Cruising Yacht 
Club of Australia (CYCA), has published a first-time account of the 63-year history of the 
Club. Its great ocean races (including the renowned Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race) are featured 
in the book, as are the fascinating characters and community that help to make the CYCA 
what it is today. 
 
The author, David Colfelt, a long-standing CYCA member and past editor of Offshore 
Yachting magazine, has written an informal narrative-style history of the club: “I have tried to 
make this more than a run-of-the-mill yacht club history. I have captured many passages 
about some of the great characters who have contributed to building this Club’s unique spirit.”   
 
Focus CEO Jaqui Lane comments: “The publication is the result of the persistence and 
dedication of past and current Club members, and marks a truly special moment for this 
world-class yacht club. We can all celebrate in this historical moment.” 
  
CYCA Commodore Matt Allen said of this truly unique yachting publication: “I am pleased to 
present this history to the Club members, members of the yachting fraternity worldwide and 
our community.” 
 
The exclusive book launch event will be held at the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, Sydney, 
on Wednesday, 11 June 2008. Master of Ceremonies for the evening will be Gordon Bray, 
Channel 7 Sports presenter and Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race TV commentator.   
 
From Ratbags to Respectability is beautifully presented in hardcover format and carries over 
150 black-and-white and full-colour images. Written in an accessible, easy-to-read style, the 
book incorporates historical and current images, quotes from members, biographical vignettes 
and pictures of race-winning yachts.   
 
This book would make a stunning addition to anyone’s library or coffee table and will be of 
great interest to yachting enthusiasts in Australia and internationally. 
 
From Ratbags to Respectability can be purchased online at www.focus.com.au/shop  
 
From Ratbags to Respectability is published by Focus. Focus has produced books for 
major corporations, industry groups, service organisations and governments, both in 
Australia and throughout the world.   www.focus.com.au  
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